Regulations Concerning Import Quarantine of Dogs and Cats from Rabies-infected Areas

Taiwan is recognized as a rabies-free area by the World Organization of Animal Health (OIE).  In order to maintain this status, please conform to import quarantine regulations and have your dogs/cats receive rabies vaccinations regularly.  Australia, Iceland, Japan, New Zealand, Sweden, and the UK have been promulgated by the Council of Agriculture (COA), Executive Yuan, as rabies-free areas. Countries or areas other than these are recognized as rabies-infected areas. 
Imports of dogs/cats should be in compliance with the “Rules for The Importation of Dogs or Cats into Taiwan”, promulgated on 18th Feb 2005 by the Bureau of Animals and Plant Health Inspection and Quarantine (BAPHIQ), COA, Executive Yuan.

Special Notices:

· Imports from or transhipment via Bangladesh or China (excluding Hong Kong and Macao) are prohibited.

· For pregnant dogs and cats, only those less than 4 weeks pregnant are allowed to import.  (Puppies or kittens born on quarantine premises shall be quarantined for 180 days.)

· Other than conforming to import regulations for rabies-infected areas, imports from Thailand or Malaysia must also follow the “Enhanced quarantine requirements for dogs and cats exported from Thailand or Malaysia into Taiwan”, promulgated by COA, Executive Yuan.

Application for an Import Permit of Dogs and Cats:

1. The applicant should submit the following documents to Hsinchu Branch, BAPHIQ (for imports via Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport only), no less than 30 days prior to shipment, to apply for an “Import Permit”:

(1) Application Form.

(2) Rabies inactivated (killed) virus vaccination certificate issued by a veterinary clinic of the exporting country.

The certificate must specify in English, Chinese or both, the following:

1) Animal breed, sex, age (or date of birth) and microchip number.

2) Date of inactivated (killed) rabies virus vaccination (dogs and cats must be at least 90 days old before being administered the primary vaccination and the shipping date must be between 180 days and 1 year after the date of vaccination; booster vaccination must be administered within 1 year prior to shipment).

3) Whether primary or booster inactivated rabies virus vaccination was given.
(3) Reports of rabies neutralizing antibody titre test issued by one of the OIE rabies reference laboratories or laboratories designated by BAPHIQ, with the microchip number of the animals and the titre no less than 0.5 IU/ml (blood samples must be taken between 180 days and 2 years prior to date of shipment).  List of BAPHIQ designated laboratories (連結). 

(4) Copy of the applicant’s passport or ID.
2. On arrival at Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport, the applicant should submit the following documents to this Branch to declare quarantine:

(1) Import Permit.

(2) Original copy of the Veterinary Certificate issued by the animal quarantine authority of the exporting country (with official stamp and signature of the quarantine officer).


The certificates must specify in English, Chinese, or both, the following:

1) Animal breed, sex, age (or date of birth) and microchip number.

2) Date of inactivated (killed) rabies virus vaccination and whether primary or booster vaccination was given.

3) The dogs/cats have been examined and show no clinical signs of rabies.

4) Rabies neutralization antibody titre was no less than 0.5 IU/ml, with the blood samples taken between 180 days and 2 years prior to shipment and test done by one of the OIE rabies reference laboratories or laboratories appointed by BAPHIQ.

(3) Customs Declaration (to be filled upon arrival at Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport) or Bill of Lading (to be submitted upon cargo arrival).

Note: Dogs and cats without the original copy of the Veterinary Certificate will be returned or destroyed.

3. After on-site inspection, imported dogs and cats shall be transported by a vehicle the applicant has arranged for under this Branch’s supervision to the appointed quarantine premises for at least 21 days quarantine. Seven days after arrival, blood samples will be drawn for rabies antibody titre re-tests. Booster rabies vaccinations will be given where titre values are below 0.5 IU/ml. At the end of quarantine, dogs and cats in good health condition will be released. 

4. Quarantine Premises:

(1) Veterinary Hospital of the College Bio-Resources and Agriculture, National Taiwan University:


Address:  Quarantine Section, 6th Floor, No. 153, Sec. 3, Keelung Rd., Taipei City.


Tel:  886-2-27335891

Website:   http://homepage.ntu.edu.tw/~quarantine/
(2) National Chung Hsing University, Veterinary Teaching Hospital
Address:  No. 250, Kuokuang Rd., Taichung City

Tel:  886-4-22870180

Website:  www.vmth.nchu.edu.tw/im/vmth_q_menu.htm
Note:  Animals will not be transported to quarantine premises during weekends, memorial holidays or any other holidays set by the central human resources authority.  Transport begins at 9am and arrival at the appointed quarantine premises should be no later than 5pm.

5. In case of the violation of the Regulations, the dogs/cats will be handled as follows:

(1) If the Veterinary Certificate issued by the exporting country does not specify the animal breed, sex, age, microchip number, date of inactivated rabies virus vaccination, whether primary or booster vaccination was given, or the results of rabies neutralizing antibody test, the Certificate should be amended during the quarantine period. Failure to do so will result in the animals being returned, destroyed or quarantined for 180 days.

(2) If the primary rabies vaccination was given before the dog/cat was 90 days old, or was not given between 180 days and 1 year prior to shipment; or if a booster vaccination was not administered within 1 year prior to shipment, the dog/cat shall be returned, destroyed, or quarantined for 180 days before starting a further 21 days of quarantine.

(3) If the interval between the blood sampling date for rabies neutralizing antibody test and the shipping date is less than 180 days, the dog/cat shall be returned, destroyed or quarantined until the 180 days elapse before starting a further 21 days of quarantine.

(4) If dogs/cats are less than 90 days old, they shall be quarantined until that age before being vaccinated against rabies. Thereafter, they shall be quarantined for a further 180 days.

(5) If the “Import Permit” is not available, the dogs/cats shall be quarantined for a further 7 to 30 days, depending on the severity of the violation.
Methods to Apply for an “Import Permit”:
For your convenience, application for an “Import Permit” for dogs/cats may be sent by post (please indicate on the envelope -- Application for Import of Dogs and Cats), fax or e-mail to this Branch (for imports via Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport only).

For related information, please visit:

Canada:  Canadian Food Inspection Agency（CFIA）
Website:  www.cfia-acia.agr.ca
Hong Kong:  Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

Website:  www.afcd.gov.hk
United States:  Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), United States Department of Agriculture（USDA）
Website:  www.aphis.usda.gov
For other countries please visit the OIE website:  http://www.oie.int
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